Kassel (Germany) – February 19, 2018

Accused Fully Cleared:

Searches and Seizures Were Unlawful
In a decision communicated today, the Jena Higher Regional Court has
found that the searches and seizures conducted by the Meiningen
Public Prosecutor’s Office in business and private premises in
September 2015 in connection with injecting at the Gerstungen trough
were unlawful.

The decision means that the company and the individuals accused, including
the former chairman of the Supervisory Board, Dr. Ralf Bethke, and former
chairman of the Board of Executive Directors, Norbert Steiner, have been
fully cleared. It confirms once again that all the accusations were groundless
from the outset and that the permits issued under water law were legal. The
proceedings have now been concluded.

In May 2017, the Higher Regional Court had already confirmed the decision
of the Meiningen Regional Court not to open main proceedings in connection
with the alleged commissioning of criminal acts involving the injecting of
saline wastewater into the Gerstungen trough in the years 1999 through
2007. At the time, the court made it perfectly clear that it was critical of the
work of the investigating prosecutor. The Free State of Thuringia was
ordered to cover the costs of proceedings and to reimburse expenses
incurred by the persons who were wrongly accused.
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About K+S
K+S considers itself as a customer-focused, independent minerals company for the
segments of Agriculture, Industry, Consumers, and Communities and wants to grow the
EBITDA to € 3 billion in 2030. Our over 14,000 employees enable farmers to provide
nutrition for the world, provide solutions that keep industries going, improve daily life for
consumers and provide safety in the winter. We continually meet the growing demand for
mineral products from production sites in Europe, North and South America as well as a
worldwide sales network. We strive for sustainability because we are deeply committed to
our responsibilities to people, environment, communities and economy of the regions in
which we operate. Learn more about K+S at www.k-plus-s.com.
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